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A S the diſſenters are about to make a third application : 
to parliament for the repeal of the Corporation and Teſt 


Acls, and it is deſirable that thoſe in the country ſhould 
concur with their brethren in London in the meaſures 
that may be taken for the purpoſe, it is thought proper, 


beſides ſome larger tracts in favour of religious liberty 
and the rights of Diſſenters, to reprint a few ſmall 


pieces, ſuch as are moſt likely to be overlooked and 1 | 
forgotten; 3 and to give them as | aka: a circula tion as © 


. poſſible. 


| ; By the good providence of God, | the Diſſenters Have 5 


not of a long time been openly perſecuted, and therefore | 
many of them have not been led to give much attention 


to their principles, and want information on the ſub- 


jeft; and without knowledge there can be no zeal but 
F a ſpurious and improper kind, ſuch as deſerves no 
other name than that of bigotry, the aid of which a 


good cayſe wiſhes to diſclaim. That fach temperate 
zeal, which never loſes fight of its object, and which 


alone i is to be Aer upon, exiſts only in the minds of 


thoſe 
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thoſe who underſtand their principles, and who have 


been thereby led to ſee, and io feel their value; and we 


are confident that the principles of religious liberty, 
which have long been violated in the caſe of the Di/- 


enters in this country, only require attention both to 
excite the zeal, and engage the perſeverance, of their 


profeſſed friends, and even to enlighten the minds, and : 


overcome the oppoſition, of their enemies. Bigotry is 
ever the offspring of ignorance, as 4 juſt zeal is of 5 
_ nne, 


bis requeſted, therefore, that theſe pieces be not 


confined to the hands of Diſſenters, but be recommended 


to members of the eftabliſhed church, and perſons of 


every de eſcription. As Diſenters, , we have no ſecrets. 
Ms take no meaſures in a private clandeſtine manner. 
Our principles invite inveſtigation; and we require 
nothing of our countrymen but what they themſebves 
hall be convinced is ftriftly our right, and what they 


cannot without injuſtice with. hold from us. 


A LETTER 
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SIR, 


HE neceſſity for a renewed application to Parliament 


for a Repeal of the Corporation and Teft Acts, is not 
ſo much known as its importance deſerves. I have there- 
fore ſent you ſome obſervations relating to this ſubject, 


which I dare ſay will prove acceptable to ſuch of your 


readers, as have not had an opportunity of ſeeing them 
hl. ”. 


| The caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, which accompa- 
nies this, will ſufficiently explain for the preſent, what the 


_ reſtrictions are which theſe ſtatutes impoſe. The objec- 

tions to them, are partly of a civil, and partly of a religious 
MR a ee , , 
It will not be contended, that any man ſhould be re- 


garded as a criminal, for adopting opinions which force 


_ themſelves upon his conviction by the ſtrength of their own 
evidence—and till leſs, for profeſſing thoſe opinions, and. 
acting in conformity to them, if it be his indiſpenſable duty 
to do ſo. Nor ought any member of ſociety to ſuffer in 
his rights, his perſon, or his property, unleſs for ſome crime 
committed againſt his neighbour or the community. 


But what man can avoid entertaining the religious opi- 


nions which he actually does entertain? They are, and 
muſt be, the inevitable reſult of the lights which his fitua- 
tion has afforded him the neceſſary effect of the evidence 
that has occurred. He may profeſs, indeed, what he does 

not, and deny what he does believe—but his real op:n:on, 
his thoughts and ſentiments, no kind or degree of external 


coercion can poſſibly controul. _ 


Fiarther on a ſubject of ſuch moment as Religion, it is 
clearly the bounden duty of every man, to profeſs the opi- 


nion 
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© 
nions he really entertains. All truth is important re- 
ligious truth peculiarly ſo: and we are under an obliga- 
tion in every caſe to profeſs what appears to us to be true, 
rather than what we deem otherwiſe. 
Nor can the mere profeſſion of religious opinions be of 


any detriment whatever to ſociety. If they are true, they 
ought to be propagated, that they may be univerſally 
adopted — if falſe, that they may be confuted. Even the 
wildeſt of religious notions is of itſelf a matter of perfect 
indifference. When they break out into action, to the in- 


jury of others in their perſons or their properties, it is then 
time enough for the magiſtrate to interfere within the 
bounds of his proper province, and puniſh the mdeed. 


With mere opinions he has nothing to do; thoſe who pro- 


 feſs them he may convert into of {bord but he can never 
make them unbelievers. . 


If it be no crime then to adopt opinions which © we can- 


not avoid, and to obey the dictates of our conſcience in a 
matter of the higheſt obligation, it cannot be juſt to puniſh 
us for ſo doing. And yet do the laws of this kingdom 
inflict a puniſhment on thoſe, who in reſpect of the ſacra- 
ment have the misfortune of being more conſcientious than 


their neighbours. For what leſs than a puniſhment is it, 


to be debarred of the common privileges of our fellow _ 
citizens; to be ſhut out from almoſt every office of honour | 
or emolument in the ſociety to which we belong, and to be 
reſtrained from exereiſing even acts of charity to our 
neighbour, under fines and penalties more extenſive and : 


ſevere than are uſually inflicted for atrocious crimes! _ 
The CorPpoRaTioN and TEST AcTs therefore are 


1 ore evils in the ſtate: they abridge the civil rights of 


oneft and worthy members of the community for no | 


crime committed, and deprive ſociety in many inſtances, 


of the advantage that would ariſe from the exertion of ſu- 

perior knowledge and abilities, becauſe the poſſeſſor, hap- 

Pens unfortunately, to be a man of integrity | 
But in a religious point of view theſe. ſtatutes are ill 


more offenſive. They are acts of national iniquity, and 
in direct contradiction to the letter and ſpirit of our ſa- 
viour's command. My kingdom is not of this world,“ 
(ſays our Lord) © but our legiſlators are reſolved that it 


ſhall 


Tis 


ſhall be, for an Engliſhman cannot now exerciſe the hum- 


ble offices of an exciſeman, or a tide-waiter, without per- 
forming the ſolemn ſervice of the Lord's Supper as a 


qualification. — « My houſe ſhall be called a houſe of 
prayer, (ſaid our aviour, when he drove the money- 


changers out of the Temple) © but ye have made it a den 
of thieves.” — What would he have ſaid to the Corpo- 
ration and Teft Acts, had they been in exiſtence, which 


convert the Houſe of God into a qualification office ? 


When the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was firſt 
inſtitutued, our Saviour expreſsly directed the purpoſe to 
which it ſhould be applied — Do this in remembrance of 


me. Wie fay, Do this that you may become a collector 
of taxes, a cuſtom-houſe officer, or the alderman of a 
country corporation 


Surely this 1s not right. This cannot be ſuch an appli- | 
cation of a religious ordinance as a Chriſtian (whether 


Churchman or Diſſenter) can ſeriouſly countenance, This 


mixture of things ſacred with prophane, of the lucre of this 


world, with the duties that reſpe& another, cannot but be 
matter of offence to all, who confider the en reli- 
Sion as an object of importance. 


The Corporation and Teſt acts, therefore, are grievances 3 
to conſcientious churchmen as well as diſſenters. The 


ſoruples or omiſſions of the former equally occaſion an 
abridgement of the civil rights, or an infliction of civil pe- 
nalties, as of the latter; and it is the intereſt and the duty 
| of both, therefore, to join in petting rid of the burthen. 


It is worth obſerving alſo, that the honours and emolu- 


ments of the church, will remain in as full force as at pre- 
ſent, though the ſtatutes in queſtion be repealed. The 


eſtabliſhment will be in no danger from the ſucceſs of the 


application. It exiſted before theſe ſtatutes were enacted, 
and will continue to exiſt in as full vigour, ſhould the legif- 
lature think fit to annul them. 


Moreover, it is ſomewhat hard, that Engliſhmen ſhould 


e be ſubjected to the hardſhip of a teſt, from which the good 
ſenſe of the 1rih legiſlature has long ago ſet that country 
free — And it is ſingularly unfair, that this teſt ſhould ope- 


rate in Scotland, where a church of Englandman 1 is a diſ- 
ſenter from the eſtabliſhed religion, 8175 | - 
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tal 


If theſe laws be right, the intended application of the 


diſſenters ought to be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. But if they be 
wrong —if they be abhorrent from the civil rights of man- 
kind, and directly repugnant to the precepts of our holy 


religion—it | is the duty of every friend to his country, and 
ſtill more of every CHRISTIAN, to Join in the MO 


of procuring their repeal. 
The diſſenters in particular ought to make this a com- 


mon cauſe. For theſe ſtatutes, "not originally intended 
againſt them, have ſerved the purpoſes of political bigotry, 
and been converted into engines of oppreſſion againſt that 
claſs of the community, who have in this very particular 
deſerved beſt of their country. £ 
The numerous and reſpectable Sener of diſſenters in 
and about London who have joined on this occaſion, have 


entered into a reſolution to ſhew a marked attention to 
thoſe members of parliament, who ſhall ſupport the eauſe 


of religion and liberty, by voting for the repeal of theſe 
* obnoxious ſtatutes, The provincial diſſenters throughout 


the kingdom are called upon to join them in this meaſure, 


by entering into ſimilar reſolutions, and nfiructing their re- 
thank 
God, men of all political deſcriptions have ſeen its pro- 
- priety, and joined in its ſupport. The members who _ 
divided in favour of Mr. Beaufoy's motion, conſiſted of 
ſtrenuous advocates for the preſent adminiſtration, as well 
as of warm friends to the preſent oppoſition. But with 
_ adminiſtration or oppoſition in this queſtion, the diſſenters . 
have nothing to do. Let them be firm to the cauſe in 
which their rights are ſo much involved, and its juſtice muſt 


ſpective members. This is no party buſineſs 


finally procure its ſucceſs, 
Why would not a meeting of the didntere of this town 


and neighbourhood be called, to co-operate with their 
| brethren in London at this important criſis ? By ſome few 
among the numerous and reſpectable inhabitants of Man- 


cheſter of that deſcription, this might eaſily and effectually 


be accompliſhed —nor is there any doubt but their en- 
deavours will be ſeconded by every liberal and enlightened 
churchman, whoſe civil and religious rights muit of neceſ- 


ſity be extended and confirmed, if the propoſed application fy 
ſhould ſucceed. 


A DISSENTER. 


A 


No. 1. 


3) 


The Cafe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in Relation to 


the Laws by which the Sacramental Teſt is impoſed. 
(Referred to in the preceding Letter.) 


Corporation JN the year 1661 a ſtatute was made, intituled, 
A. i Car.” Þ | 
II. SS. 2. 


An Act for the well. governing and regulating 
Et, of Corporations. This ſtatute, after impower- 
4 ing the king to appoint commiſſioners for re- 
moving and diſplacing any perſons who, upon the 24th 
day of December, 1661, ſhould be mayors, aldermen, re- 


_ corders, bailiffs, town-clerks, common - councilmen, and 


other perſons then bearing any office of magiſtracy, or 
places, or truſts, or other employments relating to the 
government of cities, corporations, and boroughs, and 


_ cinque-ports, and their members, and other port- towns: — 
Provides and enacts, «That from and after the expiration 

Lof the ſaid commiſſions ®, no perſon ſhall for ever here- 

after be placed, elected, or choſen in or to any the offices 


&« or places aforeſaid that ſhall not have, within one year 


» next before ſuch election or choice, taken the ſacrament 


ce of the Lord's Supper, according to the rites of the church 


of England;—and in default hereof, every ſuch placing, 


„ he voi... 


<« election, and choice, is hereby enacted and declared to 


u ſtatute 5 Geo. I. c. 6. § 3, an officer . 
againſt the corporation act is rendered irremovable, unleſs 


* Theſe commiſſions expired a the R «th of March, 1663; and 


more extraordinay commiſſions, it is probable, were never iſſued. The 
powers given to the commiſſioners were “new, and unknown to the 


conſtitution, which nothing but the moſt urgent neceſſity, real or imagi- 
nary, could have juſtified : for they were 1mpowered, among other things, 


at their will and pleaſure, to remove all corporation officers, if they ſhould 
deem it expedient for the public ſafety, and at their awill and pleaſure to 
lll up all vacancies occaſioned by ſuch removals or otherwiſe.” See Sir 


Michael Foſter's argument in the Court of the Judges Delegates, in the 
caſe of Allen Evans, Eſquire, againſt the Chamberlain of London, in 
the Appendix to Dr, Furneaux's Letters to Sir William Blackſtone, | 


B3 a proſecution 


[ 6 ] 
a proſecution be commenced againſt him, within fix months 
after his election. 1 8 . 


77% 48. In the jy 1672 a ſtatute was made, in- 
n 


25 Car. II. tituled, Act for preventing Dangers which 


© 3» rs. may happen from Popiſh Recuſants, by which 


it is, among other things, enacted, . That every perſon 
< that ſhall be admitted, entered, placed, or taken into any 


© office, civil or military; or ſhall receive any pay, falary, 
ce fee, or wages, by reaſon of any patent or grant of his 


« Majeſty; or ſhall have command or place of truſt from 


© or under his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or by his or 


e their authority, or by authority derived from him or them 
« within this realm of England, dominion of Wales, or 
town of Berwick upon Tweed; or in his Majeſty's 


navy; or in the ſeveral iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey; 

_ © or that ſhall be admitted into any ſervice or employment 
“ in his Majeſty's houſhold or family; ſhall receive the 
« ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to the uſage 
e of the church of England, within three months after his 


< admittance in, or receiving his ſaid authority and em- 
ce ployment, in ſome public church, upon ſome Lord's 


day immediately after divine ſervice and ſermon: And 


Fa « that every perſon that ſhall neglect or refuſe to 


© ſuch neglect or refuſal, ſhall execute any of the ſaid offices 


dor employments, and being thereupon lawfully con- 
Eo victed, /hall be diſabled to ſue or uſe any action, Bill, plaint, 


© or information, in courſe of law, or to proſecute any ſuit in 
any court of equity; or TO BE GUARDIAN OF ANY 


« CHILD; or executor or adminiſtrator of any perſon; or 


capable of any legacy or deed of gift; or to bear any office; 
* and ſhall forfeit the ſum of five hundred pounds, to be re- 


s covered by him or them that ſhall ſue for the ſame.” 


By ſtatute 9 Geo. II. c. 26. & 4, the time within which 


perſons being beyond the ſeas are required to receive the 


| ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to the uſage of 


the church of England, in purſuance of the laſt- mentioned 
2 ct, is enlarged to /ix calendar months after their return to, 


or arrival in England: And by ſtatute 16 Geo. II. c. 30. 


§ 3, the time for all perſons in office to receive the ſacra- 
. N ment 


take the ſacrament as aforeſaid, and yet, after 
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ment of the Lord's Supper, according to the uſage of the 
church of England, is enlarged to fx months after their 


admittance in, or receiving their authority or employment. 


The proteſtant diſſenters have long felt themſelyes ag- 
grieved by the requifition of the ſacramental teſt, as a 


qualification for admiſſion to civil and military offices; 


and from this grievance they humbly hope to he relieved, 
for the following reaſons: 8 


I. The ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, havin been 


ſolemnly appointed by our Bleſſed Saviour only for the 


remembrance of his death, ought not to be applica to civil 


purpoſes. 


II. Every man hath an unalienable right, as it is now | 


generally acknowledged, to judge for himſelf in matters of 


religion; and as the diſſenters have always proved themſelves 
well affected to the preſent government, and have been 


ever ready to take the oaths required by law, it is unjuſt 


and oppreſſive to deprive them of civil rights, only on 


account of their ſeruples to receive the ſacrament as a civil 
teſt. 


UI. The receiving of the Lend's Supper occaſionally, 


according to the uſage of the church of England, is no 
proof of an approbation of the whole conſtitution and 
frame of that church, fince many chriſtians conform in 
this particular, who do not approve of other parts of the 
eſtabliſhment; and other chriſtians, as well as unbelievers, 
may comply with this ceremony, merely for intereſted or 
ambitious purpoſes. Such a teſt, therefore, can be no real 
ſecurity to the church of England. 


IV. The repeal of the laws, by which the Get 


| teſt is impoſed, would not injure the eſtabliſhed church. 


That church was eſtabliſhed long before the impoſition of 


this teſt, and would continue to be eftabliſhed, although it 


ſhould be removed. By ſuch repeal the doctrine, diſcipline, 


privileges, and revenues of the church would not be in the . 
leaſt affected: and many ſerious clergymen would find, 


in the alteration, eaſe to their conſciences, and ſafety from 


vexatious proſecutions; for although the church of Eng- 
land forbids notorious blaſphemers of God, ſlanderers of 


his word, adulterers, fornicators, drunkards, and other 


7 offenders, to come to the boly table, yet if the miniſter - 


B 4 3 ſhould 


ww» 


ſhould refuſe, upon requiſition, to admit ſuch perſons to 
the ſacrament, to qualify them for offices, he may be 


harraſſed by expenſive civil proſecutions. | 
V. In no other country is the ſacramental teſt required 

as a qualification for civil employments; and it muſt be 
particularly remarked, that epiſcopalians in North Britain, 
Who are diſſenters from the church eſtabliſhed there, are 
not liable to any incapacities in conſequence of not quali- 


fying themſelves by receiving the ſacrament according to 
the uſage of that church, but have free admiſſion to all the 


offices in Scotland, upon taking the uſual oaths: And yet 


in England the natives of Scotland (among whom epiſco- 
palian diſſenters are ſo liberally treated) cannot be members 


of the privy council, or hold any commiſſion in the army 
or navy of Great- Britain, to the ſupport of which they con- 


tribute their proportion, without receiving the ſacrament 


according to the rites of a church to which they do not 


belong. No hiſtory, ancient or modern, affords ſuch an 
inſtance of the excluſion of a free people from offices which 


may ſo properly be called THEIR O.] N. | 
VI. In the year 1779 an act was paſſed in Ireland, for 
the relief of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects the proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters of that kingdom, by which it is enacted, « That 
c all and every perſon and perſons, being proteſtants, ſhall 


« and may have, hold, and enjoy any office or place, civil 
cor military, and receive any pay, falary, fee, or wages 
ce belonging to or by reaſon of ſuch office or place, not- 


ec withſtanding he ſhall not receive, or have received the 


« ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, without incurring any 


cc penalties—for or in reſpect of his neglect of receiving the 
<« fame.” This meaſure was deſigned to give additional 
ſecurity to the church of Ireland, by conciliating the pro- 


teſtant diſſenters of that country: and it is apprehended 


that it had the deſired effect. I he proteſtant diſſenters in 


England, therefore, cannot but conſider it as ungenerous 


and unjuſt to treat them as enemies to the eſtabliſhment 
here, when the friendſhip of their brethren has been ac- 


knowledged, and their affiſtance courted, by the . 


ment in the ſiſter- kingdom. 


VII. The abſurdity of the teſt Jaws, as they now tand, 


is malt glaring; for e a diſſenter may be a legiſlator in 
| either 


1 


0 either houſe of parliament, without receiving the ſacrament 
Y according to the rites of the church of England, yet he 
| cannot legally without it have any ſhare in the direction of 
the Bank of England, the Eaſt-India, Ruſſia, or South- 
Sea Companies; or be a cuſtomhouſe officer or an exciſe- 
man; or hold the meaneſt corporation office in any city or 
borough. He may not, in ſome places, even aſſiſt in the 
management of hoſpitals or alms-houſes, which he or his 
anceſtors have endowed. Þ_ 2 Et HS 


[> VIII. The large and indefinite terms, in which the 
= teſt act is expreſſed, may give occaſion to the groſſeſt abuſes, 
| „„ and render it an inſtrument of the moſt grievous perſecution 


; and oppreſſion, If the act ſhould be rigorouſly enforced, 
= FR many proteſtant diſſenters might be compelled to violate RE. 
= their conſciences, or to abandon even the ordinary occu- 
pations by which they now ſupport themſelves and their 
families. The act is not confined merely to public* em- 
ployments. It extends not only to perſons who bear offices 
civil and military, but to thoſe who have command or 
place of truſt under his Majeſty, er by authority derived 
From him. Thoſe who ſcruple to receive the ſacrament, 
according to the rites of the church of England, are not 


© ___ ” only prohibited from partaking of the bounty of the King, 
1 but from receiving any pay, ſalary, fee, or wages, by grant 

1 from the crown, in return for the moit meritorious ſer- 
1 vices! It has been queſtioned in a court of juſtice, whether 


cc enſors +, appointed by the college of phyſicians, were not 
obliged to qualify; and the point ſeems to be ſtill unde- 
termined. It was not ſettled till the reign of his late 
Majeſty, that the common burgeſſes and freemen | of a 
corporation, who do not exerciſe any office relating to the 
government thereof, were exempted from this act. In 
the year 1702 the Houſe of Lords & attempted,” but in 


* Sce Lords Journals, vol. XII. p. 567. 5 85 
+ Carthew's Reports, p. 478. Modern Reports, vol. V. p. 431. 
1 Strange's Reports, vol. II. p. 828. „ 


+ In the debate between the two Houſes relating to the bill, the Lords 

| ſazd, 44 That the diſagreeing to the clauſe relating to work-houſes, 
where the poor were employed and - relieved, ſeems very hard, ſince it 
could never be conceived, that the diſtribution of ſome Preſbyterian 

bread to the poor, and Difſenting water-gruel to the ſick, could ever 

| | 1 Eo Opn, | | HEE J 
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| having no authority in the government, or profit by the a 
of ſuch charities, gave them indifferently to thoſe of all perſuaſions.” _ 
They farther faid, © That the clauſe concerning thoſe ſocieties that are 


1 


the inſertion of a clauſe to exempt free and voluntary hoſ- 
pitals, though not endowed, out of the teſt act. And «fo 
<« low have theſe holy things been proſtituted,” that, Mr. 
Locke tells us*, Men have been driven to take the 
“ ſacrament to obtain licences to ſell ale.” 72 


IX. It is manifeſtly unjuſt, that the rights of innocent 


perſons ſhould be deſtroyed or affected by the criminal con- 
duct or neglect of others; yet no man (if the objection be 


taken at the proper time +) can recover a debt in an inferior 
court, over which an unqualified corporator preſides: nor 


can the election of a corporate officer, before magiſtrates 


who have neglected to qualify, be fupported. It is not 
leſs unjuſt that puniſhment ſhould be inflicted for crimes 
Which the offender could not poſſibly know he was in a 
capacity to commit; yet, upon ſucceeding to an office of 


inheritance (as no entry is neceſſary) a perſon may ſuffer 


in conſequence of the lapſe of the ſix months before he has 


even notice of his right having accrued. 


X. The penalty inflicted by the teſt act is enormous, 


and humility cannot contemplate it without horror. The 


party is not only deprived of the office, but he is incapa- 
ciated to ſue in any court of law or equity; % be guar- 
dian of any child; to be executor or adminiſtrator of 
any perſon; to take any legacy or deed of gift; or to 


bear any office; and is beſides ſubjected to forfeit five 


hundred pounds to any perſon who fhall ſue for the ſame: 


bring any prejudice to the church of England; ny ſuch as 


engaged in taking care of the poor—has no relation to exdowwed hol- 
pitals which are under peculiar ſtatutes, and to which none of theſe 
people have any acceſs, that the law has taken care of theſe, and ſecured 


them; and that this clauſe relates only to free and voluntary ſocieties 


for ſuch charities, which the Lords do not think fit to put any reſtraints | 
upon, or to bar any from coming into them.“ Chandler's Debates, 


vol. III. p. 230. 242, | | 3 
In his ſecond letter concerning toleration, laſt edition of his works, 


vol. II. p. 360. —and ſee his third letter, p. 531. — This circumſtance 
was alſo mentioned by Sir Henry Capell, in the Houſe of Commons. 
_ Grey's Debates, vol. TX. p. 1iI 5 


See 2 Mod. 193, 194.---2 Lev. 184. 242,---Lord Raym. 88 5. 


vain, to procure, in the bill againſt occaſional conformity, 


iniftration 
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And as proſecutions under this act are not limited in reſpe& 


of time, its operation having been only ſuſpended occa- 


ſionally during certain intervals by acts of indemnity, no 


perſon, whether conformiſi or non-comformiſt, who has been 
in office, and has omitted, through illneſs or mere inad- 
vertence, to qualify according to law, can ever afterwards 
be ſafe. 2 ore ro Fe Rory VCV»“;;ñ̃ 

XI. The ſituation of foreign countries with regard to 


Britain affords ſtrong arguments for the repeal of theſe op- 


preſſive laws. To the intolerance of our neighbours in 
former times, we owe the introduction or perfection of 
ſome of our moſt important manufactures ;. among others, 
thoſe of wool and filk and other nations may, in like 
manner, profit by the illiberality of this country. The 


United States of America, in addition to the eaſe with 


which they permit foreigners to become naturalized, make 


no diſtinctions as to religious ſects in relation to their pub- 


lic offices. Other countries are gradually improving in 


their policy, in this particular. By the late commercial 
treaty with France, aſſented to by the ſame legiſlature to 
which the proteſtant diſſenters now apply, it is provided, 
That in matters of religion the ſubjects of the two 
crowns ſhall enjoy perfect liberty;“ and by a late edict 


regiſtered in that kingdom great indulgences are granted to 
non-catholics ; ſo that to many proteſtant diſſenters it may 


be of little importance, as far as religion is concerned, in 


which of the two countries they and their families ſhall 
reſide. Moreover in France, Germany, Pruſſia, Ruſſia, 


Holland, Poland, and other countries, many perſons diſ- 


ſenting from their reſpective eftabliſhments have been em- 


 ployed in the higheſt offices, who, by the moſt ſignal ſer- 
vices, have manifeſted this important truth, THAT A 
DISSENTER FROM THE ESTABLISHED RELIGION OF A 
' COUNTRY MAY BE A TRUE FRIEND TO ITS GENERAL 


INTERESTS AND PROSPERITY, 5 . 
For theſe and other reaſons, the diſſenters are induced to 


renew their application to parliament for relief, humbly ap- 
prehending that their requeſt will appear to be founded in 
juſtice, and that a compliance with it will redound to the 
honour of religion; will contribute to the welfare and ſe- 


curity of the nation; will be honourable to the king, » 
ME Es 9 the 


E 


the common father of his people, and no way injurious : 
to any one ſubject in his majeſty's dominions. Argu- 


ments ſo weighty and cogent as thoſe which are now of- 


fered cannot fail, they truſt, in conjunction with the en- 


larged and liberal ſpirit of the times, to procure from the 
legiſlature the repeal of ſtatutes, which cannot be conſidered 


as in any degree preach on 2 neceſlity, or public 
advantage. 


The following protefts will ſhew the light in which the 
Jutyer was confi dered at the lime * its * a 


Century ago, 


Die Jowrs, 210 Marti, 1688. 


TA Houſe having been in conſideration of the bill for 
abrogating the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and | 
eſtabliſhing others in their place, 


A clauſe for repealing ſo much of the Teſt Act as con- 


cerns the receiving the ſacrament was read. 
And the I being put, whether to res to the fd 


clauſee A 
It was reſolved in the negative. 
Leave was given by the Houſe to ſuch Lords as will to 
enter their diſſents, and accordingly theſe Lords following, 


do enter their diſſents, for the reaſons following: 
Iſt. Becauſe a hearty union amongſt proteſtants is a 
greater ſecurity to the chureh and ſtate than any teſt that 
can be be invented. 
2dly. Becauſe this obligation to receive e the ſacrament i is 
a teſt on proteſtants rather than on the papiſts. 
3dly. Becauſe fo long as it is continued, there cannot be 
that hearty and thorough union amongſt proteſtants as has 
always been wiſhed, and 1 is at this time indiſpenſibly ne- 


ry. 


members 


Athly. Becauſe a e caution nah not to be required 
from uch as are admitted into offices, than from the 
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1 
members of the two houſes of parliament, who are not 


obliged to receive the ſacrament to enable chem to ſit in 
either houſe. 


NORTH AND gb DELAMER, | STAMFORD, 


CHESTERFIELD, GREY, | P. WHARTON. 


VAUGHAN, , 


Die Sabbati, 23 Mari, 1688. 


Hadie 3a vice lecia t billa, An act for the abrogating of | 
the oaths of ſupremacy allegiance, and appointing other 


_ oaths. 


A rider (in parchment) providing, that no officer ſhall 


incur the penalties of the teſt-act, in caſe he ſhall receive 
the ſacrament in any proteſtant congregation within a year 


before or after his admiſſion, was offered and read. 
And the queſtion 3 put, whether this rider aſt be 


made part of the bill ? 


It was reſolved in the negative. 9 
Leave was given to ſuch lords as will, to enter their 


diſſents, and theſe lords do enter their dilſents! in the reaſons 
following: 


iſt. Becauſe it gives great part of the pee free men 


of England reaſon to complain of inequality and hard 
uſage, when they are excluded from public employments 


by a law, and alſo becauſe it deprives the king and kingdom 


of divers men fit and capable to ſerve the public in ſeveral 
ſtations, and that for a mere ſcruple of conſcience, which 
can by no means render them ſuſpected, much leſs diſ- 


affected, to the government. 
2dly. Becauſe his majeſty, as the common « del. | 
gent father of his people, having expreſſed an earneſt defire 


of liberty for tender conſciences to his proteſtant ſubjects; 
and my lords, the biſhops having, divers of them, on ſe- 


veral occaſions profeſſed an inclination, and owned the 
reaſonableneſs of ſuch a chriſtian temper; we apprehend, it 
will raiſe ſuſpicions in men's minds of ſomething different 
from the caſe of religion or the public, or a deſig ign to heal 


our breaches, when they find, that by confining ſecular : 
_ employments to eccleſiaſtical conformity, thoſe are ſhut out 
from civil affairs, whoſe doctrine and worſhip may be tole-. 


rated 


TY 3 
_ by authority of parljament, there being a bill before 


us, by order of the houſe, to that purpoſe; eſpecially when, 
without this excluſive rigour, the church is ſecured in all 


her privileges and preferments, nobody being hereby let into 


them who is not ſtrictly conformable. 
3rdly. Becauſe to ſet marks of diſtinction and humilia- 
tion on any ſort of men who have not rendered themſelves 


juſtly ſuſpected to the government, as it is at all times to 
be avoided by the makers of * ory and equitable laws, ſo 


may it be particularly of ill effect to the reformed intereſt 
at home and abroad, in this preſent conjuncture, which 


ſtands in need of the united hands and hearts of all pro- 8 
teſtants, againſt the open attempts and ſecret endeavours of 


a reſtleſs party, and a potent neighbour, who is more zealous 
than Rome itſelf to plant popery in theſe kingdoms, and 


labours, with his utmoſt force, to ſettle his tyranny upon 


the ruins of the reformation all through Europe. 


At1hly. Becauſe it turns the edge of a law (we know not 
by what fate) upon proteſtants and friends to the govern- 
ment, which was intended againſt papiſts, to exclude them 
from places of truſt, as men avowedly dangerous to our 
religion and government; and thus the taking the ſacra- 
ment, which was enjoined only as a means to diſcover 
papiſts, is now made a diſtinguiſhmng duty amongſt pro- 

teſtant diſſenters, to weaken the whole, by caſting off a part - 


of them. 
5thly. Becauſe myſteries of religion and divine worſhip 


are of divine original, and of a nature ſo wholly diſtant 
from the ſecular affairs of public ſociety, that they cannot 
be applied to thoſe ends; and therefore the church, by the 


law of the goſpel, as well as common prudence, ought to 
take care not to offend either tender conſciences within 


itſelf, or give offence to thoſe without, by mixing their 


| fared myſteries with ſecular intereſts. 


| Gthly. Becauſe we cannot ſee how it can conſiſt with the 


f Jaw of God, common equity, or the right of any free-born 
_ ſubject, that any one ſhould be puniſhed without a crime : 


if it be a crime not to take the ſacrament according to the 
uſage of the church of England, every one ought to be 
_ puniſhed for it, which nobody affirms: if it be no crime, 
thoſe who are * and * fit for ee he 
a 
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the king, ought to be puniſhed with a law of excluſion, 
for not doing that which is no crime to forbear: if it be 
urged ſtill, as an effectual teſt to diſcover and keep out 
papiſts, the taking the ſacrament in thoſe proteſtants con- 


 gregations, where they are members and known, will be at 
leaſt as effeCtual to that purpoſe. 


OXFORD, I MORDAUNT, 1 LOVELACE, 
R. MONTAGUE, P. WHARTON, | W. PAGET. 


15 be Speech of Mar Rabaud de Sainte Etienne, 


A PROTESTANT MINISTER, 


In the National Aſſembly of France, on Thurſday, the 


_ twenty-ſeventh of Auguſt, 1789. 


The G was: © Whether any perſon 5. either to be  malefied 


on account of bis religious opinions, or debarred from bis adherence 


66. 10 that a of wor ſhip of which be moſt approves os 


1 RISE, as the delegate of a numerous and reſpectable 


body of conſtituents. The bailiwick which I have the 
honour to repreſent contains five hundred thouſand inha- 


bitants, amongſt whom one hundred and twenty thouſand 
are proteſtants ; and, in this multitude I have the pleaſure 
to be included. They have inſtructed me to aſk for an 


impartial code; and, upon this occafion, I am confident 


that I can unanſwerably eſtabliſh the juſtice and the pro- 
priety of their requeſt. The rights which I claim, and in 
the ſupport of which I am, now, ready to contend, belong 
equally to you and to ourſelves. They are not merely the 
rights of the French: They are the rights of all mankind! 
He who attacks the freedom of his fellow-creatures is only 
fit to live in ſlavery! Freedom is a privilege, at once ſacred 
and inviolable, which men bring with them into the world, 
and which is deſigned to influence the whole of their opi- 


nions: The freedom of thought is paramount to all 


power whatſoever; ; and its lanctuary is — the heart — To 


fetter ; 


« 1 5 
fetter the conſcience is injuſtice! to enſnare or to rebel 
againſt it, is an act of ſacrilege: but, to torture it by the 
attempt to force its feelings from their propriety, is horrible 
intolerance; it is the moſt abandoned violation of all the 
maxims of morality and religion! Error, far from being 
guilt, is truth in the idea of the perſon by whom it has been 
embraced. Where is the man who can either preſume to 
aſſert that his reaſoning and conſequent procedures are 
unexceptionable, or venture poſitively to decide againſt the 
ſuppoſed miſtaken ſentiments and conduct of his neighbour ? 
A form of worſhip is a tenet: a tenet depends upon 


YN opinion: and opinion and liberty are inſeparable. To en- 


deavour to compel one perſon to receive a tenet different 
from that which may have been entertained by another, is 
a direct attack againſt liberty! it is intolerant ; and, of 
courſe, unjuſt: it is that kind of perſecution which, whilſt 
it inſultsa manly and independent ſtyle of thinking, abets 
and cheriſhes hypocriſy ! = FFC 
The laſt edit which profeſſes to be in favour of thoſe. 
who are not within the pale of the catholic church, grants 
to them only ſuch indulgences as it was impoſſible to have 
refuſed, This is, word for word, the language of the king, 
Who, in his edict, uſes theſe terms: “ I ſpeak of the right 
4 of legalifing their marriages and their baptiſms, and of the 
„ permiſſion to bury their dead. O humiliating conceſ- 


ſions! O degraded Frenchmen! And, is it in this en- 


lightened country, and during the eighteenth century, that 
the nation remains divided into two claſſes, one of which 
has long groaned under proſcriptions ſhocking in the ex- 
treme? I will ſpeak out at once, and tell his aſſembly, 
that the pretended gift of the laſt year was received with 
ſhame and with concern. We ſcorn to prove guilty of 
hypocriſy: at leaſt, we will not degrade ourſelves into the 
objects of your diſdain; but, if it be our hard fate ſtill to 
experience your jealouſy and your perſecution, we will 
maintain unſullied the true principle of French honour, 
one great criterion of which is a contempt for that diſſimu- 
lation which would debaſe the intention of the legiſlature. 
We do not ſolicit favours: we aſk only for juſtice; and, 
_ doubtleſs, that 1mpartial liberty which reigns in his aflem- 
bly will never ſuffer juſtice to be diſpenſed by partial dil- 
2 „ i es. 


„„ 


tributions, The proteſtants are, al}, for their country; 
and, yet, this country has not granted to hem any benefits: 

they have no motive to excite their emulation; nor are 
they permitted to enjoy the rewards of either their civil or 


military virtues. It is not for toleration that I plead, Aas 


to zntolerance, that ſavage word, I hope that it is expunged, 
for ever, from our annals. Toleration ſuggeſts the idea of 
pity, which degrades the dien of man; but, liberty 
ougnht to be the ſame in favour of all the world. I demand 
liberty for thoſe proſcribed people; for thoſe wretched 
wanderers from place to place, over the whole ſurface of 


the globe; for thoſe numerous victims to humiliation : [ 


mean the perſecuted Jews. 

It may, perhaps, be anſwered, that the ates which ſur- 
round you are an exception to thoſe who do not profeſs _ 
the religion of the majority. Natives of France! you were 
made, not to receive, but, to afford examples. And, yet, 
if you delight in imitation, copy the Americans !—T hey 
have excepted no perſon whatſoever. The follower of 
that kind of religion which inculcates the true principles 
of liberty, is intitled to enjoy all the ſacred Fire hen 
are attached to human nature. 
But, I return to my principles, or, rather, to your own, 


when I declare that all men are born and remain free, Is 


not this the proper conſecration of the liberty of the human 
race? Every excluſive privilege in matters of religion 
deſtroys your principles. Hur law is only the law which 
the ſtrongeſt arm maintains: and, could I not, for the 
purpoſes of juſtifying an act of diſodedience, avail myſelf, 
- againſt your own authority, of thoſe very principles which 


have ſo ſtrongly marked the recent regulation of your, MN , 


conduct? 
As long and bloody epoch has made us learn experience. 


>: Ta it not, therefore, full time totally to demoliſh thoſe _ 


abominable barriers which ſeparate man from man; which 
diſunite the French from the French? 
Muy country is free! let her diſcover that ſhe merits 


hin felicity by equally dividing her privileges among all 
her children! Until the conſtitution ſhall have eſtabliſhed _ 


that equality which I demand, I vote entirely in favour of 
the besen of Monfieur de Caſtellane: hat no perſon © 
5 5 ſhould : 


—— — _— — — 
— 
> . . 
— gin inthe — * 
* 4 


A 


— — E NG is 


* * > _ 
$ g — . — wry a? — 
— aye oy, on IS: — 2 — 
O11 1 II I, Ar CY, a Ts. WE 2 
— 2 2 ͤͤ„ͤ% 


Fa E $- X s 5 4 - . : 
” — = _ . . "of « a — 7 x 
j " * ol 7 4 — — — nou — 
＋ MO 98 go nth, „ n Es $444) « Pa 8 « —— — 4 A — 
n 3 2 nails ve — — — — 5 
— : p CT TI — — — — — — — ͥͤ -T — £ : = 5: 2 
8 ay ba, : — 5 2 * * - * 
3 ; 5 2 * * — gg” 
0 ES 2 — 1 
* — „KA — — "ge * pon 5 * . ; 4 ö 
- thats. Mug 3 . 2 


" ESTI g 
” Gy -— * 
2 — —— . — 
. — 41 myu——_— 
R — — 8 I”: be: OI — : . 
— — OG — — 
— „„ . 
— = hs... DA — 
"a We * * Kore 
* o . 


— — 
— 2 "_— 
o _ 


* * 2 


1 18 1 


Should be either moleſted on account of his religious opinions, 


or debarred from an adherence to that form of worſhip of 
which he myſt , | 3 


Eura from the nne $ Macazir, for 


52 ebruary, 178 9. 


MR. URBAN, 


AS I underſtand it is bebe that a renewal of the 


application of the Diſſenters to Parliament, for 
relief from the operation of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, | 
will ſhortly take place, I beg to be indulged with the inſer- 


tion in your eſteemed miſcellany of ſome remarks reſpect- 
Ing the grounds and tendency of ſuch an application, which 
I am induced to make, ſolely with the intention of remov- 
ing unjuſt prejudices, and of contributing to the diffuſion 


of ſuch ſentiments as, in my opinion, deſerve the concur- 


rence of every liberal and enlightened mind. 


It is obviouſly fo juſt and reaſonable a thing, that every 


member of a community, who contributes his equal pro- 
portion to its ſupport, and is equally intereſted in its proſ- 
perity, ſhould be entitled to a full participation in all its 
eſſential privileges and advantages, that it may be aſſumed 
as a general maxim, which can be ſet aſide only in conſe- 
quence of ſome manifeſt cauſe of particular diſtruſt or diſa- 
bility. Now, ſuch cauſes can only in juſtice have a refer- 
_ ence to the ends and purpoſes for which the ſociety was 
inſtituted ; and it is upon this ground alone, that every 
alleged reaſon for the excluſion of individuals from any of 


its benefits is to be tried. That ſpeculative opinions in 


religion are not of themſelves ſufficient cauſes for civil 
diſabilities, ſeems now to be admitted by all who pretend 
to the ſmalleſt degree of liberality. Experience has ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewn, both that differences in religious ſyſtems 
are unavoidable, and that ſuch differences have no influ- 


ence on the general tenor of human affairs. They are 


8 190 ] 
not cognizable by human courts, which have no means, 
as ſuch, of deciding them, and have no other concern with 
men's opinions, than as they diſplay themſelves in their 
actions. Farther, the moral principles, which alone can 


affect the conduct of mankind, are the ſame among all 


Chriſtian ſets. None, therefore, J ſuppoſe, will now 
chuſe to aſſert, that the Proteſtant Diſſenter is excluded 
from all poſts both of truſt and profit, and made a ſort of 
alien in his own country, merely becauſe he does not admit 
all the thirty-nine articles of the Engliſh church. What 
then are the real grounds on which this apparent deviation 
from natural equity and juſtice is maintained? The argu- 
ments uſed for this purpoſe may be reduced under two 
general heads. % * 
I. The oppoſer of the Diſſenters' claims lays it down as 


an uncontrovertible principle, that /ome religious eſtabliſn- 


ment is neceſſary to the ſupport of every government; and 
that, when ſuch eſtabliſhment has been fixed, if it be 
found to anſwer its purpoſe, it ought to be maintained. 


This maintenance muſt conſiſt, on one part, of a public 
ſupport given to the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church; 
and, on the other, of ſome preference in honour and emo- 
lument to its members; which preference, of courſe, im- 


plies a proportional debaſement and incapacitation of all 


others. But of the ſeveral aſſertions contained in this 
chain of reaſoning, ſome, at leaſt, may fairly be diſputed. 


If it be allowed, that the influence of religion upon morals 


is ſuch, that every government ought to provide for its 


public ſupport and propagation, it will not follow, that an 


uniformity of mode is neceſſary to ſecure its good effects; 


and an eſtabliſhment for the general purpoſes of religious 

- worſhip and inſtruction may be conceived, without a limi- 
tation to the doctrine and diſcipline of a peculiar church. 
Whatever advantages might be imagined in theory to ariſe 


from the commanding dignity of an uniform public faith, 
ſecured from all inſult or rivalſhip, and ſuſtained by, and 
in its turn ſaſtaining, the civil government of a country, 


experience has but too plainly proved, that theſe benefits 


are more ſpecious than real; that the genuine ſpirit of reli- 

gion has been conſtantly debaſed by the mixture of civil 

policy, as the latter has been injured by making it ſubſer- 
es a9, „ „„ vient 
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vient to the narrow views of a religious ſect; and that 


without abſolutely ſuppreſſing the exerciſe of private judg- 
ment, and the unalienable rights of conſcience, ſuch a quiet 
uniformity cannot be obtained. Can any member of the 
Church of England ſuppoſe, that, while this is a free coun- 
try, there will ceaſe to be Diſſenters, or that the Diſſenters, 


with the right of ſpeaking and publiſhing, will ever ceaſe to 


maintain their own opinions, and impugn thoſe of their 
adverſaries? In fact, it is not to be wondered at, that all 
religious eſtabliſhments have been averſe to toleration, ſince 


| a liberal toleration is directly oppoſite to the ſpirit and inten- 
tion of a narrow eſtabliſhment. 


Were it granted, however, that the eſtabliſhment even 
of Chriſtianity itfelf is not ſufficient, without alſo eſtah- 


liſhing the particular mode in which it is to be taught as a 


national religion; ſtill it does not follow, that this is to 
be maintained by excluding all perſons of other perſuaſions 


from every place of public truſt, Is it not ſufficient for 
every purpoſe of utility, that a fund be raiſed upon the gene- 
ral body for providing for the ſupport of the fayoured 


ſyſtem, ſo that it ſhall not ſink through the poverty or ; 
indifference of its own members? Why ſhould thoſe who 


give the moſt unequivocal proofs of their regard for religion, 


by incurring an additional expence in ſupporting its exerciſe 
after the manner which their conſcience leads them to pre- 


fer, be ſtigmatized as luſpected n eee 8 


public confidence ? 
It will be ſaid, that, without any reflection on their 


moral and religious character, they may be reaſonably 


ſuſpected as enemies to an eſtabliſnment with which 


they do not comply, and as naturally wiſhing its ſubver- 
ſion, to make room for their own; and therefore, that 

this incapacitation is only a juſtifiable meaſure of ſelf- 
defence. But if the eſtabliſnment really anſwers the good 


purpoſes for which it was deſigned, why ſhould it be ſup- 
poſed that a friend to religion in general, though perſonally 
ſeparating from it, ſhould wiſh its overthrow ; or, indeed, 


that any man of common ſenſe ſhould attempt to ſubvert 


it, while ſupported by a majority of ten to one above all 
the other ſets united? The church can never be in dan- 


8 till the opinions of a large proportion of the people 
come 


5 
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| come to be adverſe to its principles of adminiſtration, But 
= this is a danger which no jealous and illiberal policy can 
* prevent — a danger which ozght to be felt in ſuch circum- 

| | ſtances; for it would be a ſoleciſm in a ſtate, pretending to 
be free, to remain ſubjected to any inftitution whatever, 
which no longer poſſeſſed the approbation of a majority. 
Meantime, let thoſe who are ſo tremblingly alive to every 
thing which ſeems to endanger their intereſts, conſole them- 
ſelves with the reflection, that there is not a great family in 
England unintereſted in preſerving all the poſſeſſions and 
privileges of the church. For, as the Biſhop of Landaff, 
in his Letter to the Archbiſhop, ſagaciouſly remarks, * the 2 
= 5 property of the church is the real property of thoſe who 
at preſent poſſeſs it, but it may be eſteemed the reverſionary 
property of every family in the kingdom.“ Such a barrier 
may ſuffice againſt more dangerous foes than the Diſſenters. 
Surely, then, the preſent defence of the church does not 
require the aid of the nean and hazardsus policy of injuſtice. 
II. As a farther reaſon for the diſabilities under which 
Diſſenters labour, a ſuppoſed diſaffection to the civil con- 
fitution of this country has been alledged. It is, however, : 
2 fact of ſuch notoriety, that the body of Diſſenters in Eug- 
land, as well as the Preſbyterians in Scotland and Ireland, 
8 have ever been conſtant and zealous ſupporters of the con- 
ſtitution of theſe kingdoms, as ſettled at the glorious Revo- 
lution, that to affect a ſuſpicion of their deſigns at preſent, 
is nothing leſs than a moſt unwarranted inſult. If the eſ- 
. ſence of our conſtitution be ſuppoſed to conſiſt in its being 
1 a monarchy, were not, during the two laſt reigns, the Diſ- 
ſenters the moſt truſted friends and ſtrenuous ſupporters of 
the crown? and why ſhould they now be changed? Their 
diſaffection can by no other argument be rendered probable, 
than by aſſuming as a principle, that the ecclefiaftical is ſo 
| interwoven with the civil conſtitution of this country, that 
they who are not friends to the one, muſt be enemies to 
the other. And writers have gone ſo far as to aſſert the 
e/ſential connection between theſe two facts, without being 
ſtartled by the glaring inſtance to the contrary in Scotland, 
VPhich, even if it were ſingle, would be ſufficient entirely to 
ee. the wy adage or + no biſhop, no king.” 


Were 
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"Wis the Diſſenters ſeriouſly ſuppoſed to be diſaffected 


to the ſtate on account of its connection with a church 


- which they diſapprove, true policy, as well as juſtice, would 
diate to leſſen that diſaffection, by removing every thing 
in the connection which unneceilarily aggrieves them. 


That kind of perſecution which effectually quaſhes and 


extinguiſhes a ſect, cannot be practiſed in this age and 
country. Every inferior kind irritates more than it weakens, 
and makes thoſe enemies, who would be only non-conformi/ts. 
The treatment of the Roman Catholics in Ireland will 
afford ſufficient examples of this truth. 


But, it is aſked, what is to be the end of the Diſſenters* 


requiſitions? what will content them? Has not a celebrated 


writer among them avowed, from the preſs, a great deal 


more than they thought proper, as petitioners, to bring 


forwards | It is certainly true, that the writer above alluded 


to, whoſe philoſophical mind comprehended the full con- 
ſequences of leading principles, and whoſe open and inge- 
nuous diſpoſition led him to diſdain all prudential diſguiſe, 


has ſufficiently ſhewn, that the Diſſenters will eventually 


he ſatisfied with nothing leſs than complete juſtice — than 
their perfect reſtoration to thoſe rights of citizens, of which 


they have been arbitrarily deprived. In this conſequence, 
however, there is nothing at which a friend to genuine re- 
ligion and liberty need be. alarmed. Let a number of 
capable and conſcientious men be added to our magiſtrates _ 
and public officers; let temptations no more be offered to 


Induce perſons to comply with rites, purely religious, for 
the ſake of worldly advantages; but let every man, in every | 
| ſtation, worſhip God in the way his reaſon dictates; let 
| mankind no longer derive their civil diſtinctions from the 
religious ſects under which they range themſelves, but from 
their characters as men and citizens. What is there in 
: all this but a conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed for! 


To conclude with reverting to the maxim with which 1 


| i out— the fundamental rights and privileges of regular 


and peaceable members of the community ought not to be 


annulled for the ſake of ſecurity againſt diſtant and fancied 


dangers, affecting inſtitutions by no means eſſential to the 


good of the Whole. Tune ſtateſman who is not ſufficiently 


enlightened, 


1 ” 
enlightened, and the ecclefiaſtic who is not ſufficiently diſ- 
intereſted, to admit and apply this principle will never be 
numbered among the real friends of mankind. 

b e ede 
Clvicus. 


. 5, | 


From the GENTLEMAN's MAGAZINE for 1732. 
| Extract from a pamphlet of that year. 
ELIGION and government are ſo abſolutely diſ- 
tint, that what ſupports the one, abſolutely de/troys 
the other. By power government ſubſiſts, but religion is 
ſubverted. Good governments can only be ſupported by 
good laws; true religion can only be preſerved by making 
no laws about it: For, though the eſtabliſhed doctrine hap- 
pen to be true, and the commands reaſonable, yet if a man 
believes the one and obeys the other, becauſe enjoined by the 
civil power, his belief is in men, not in God, and his obedi- 
"ENCE ie cid not agi. 
_ Hence it follows, That not only no daus with penalties 
ſhould be made about matters merely religious; but that 
acts to diſqualify any men, particularly proteſtant diſſenters, 
from ſharing the civil rights, (not the favours of the go- 
vernment) are abſolutely unreaſonable ; becauſe diſſenters 
have no principles or practices againſt a legal free govern- 
ment. Hence it is reaſonable that the ze/? act, as it regards 
the diſſenters ſhould be repealed ; for being equally good ſub- 
jects with others, they ſhould be equally well treated with 
It is faid, that the repeal of the teſt act is inconſiſtent 
with the preſervation of the church. This is equally 
calculated for an znqur/ition in Spain as for excluſion from 
civil truſt in England; for it ſtands upon this foun- 
dation, That the church is the ſtate, or ſo /ential a part 
bot it, that one cannot be changed without he other; which 


is falſe. For if it ſhould ever be the general opinion of the _ 5 


people, that the church ought to be changed (and the majority - 
of both houſes think ſo) then it ought to be changed. 


a 


4 genuine Copy of the Reſolutions of the Diſſenters at 
70S Thame, the 1/2 0 7 November, 1732. 


AT a numerous meeting of gentlemen and miniſters of 
the counties of Oxon and Bucks, aſſembled this day 
at Thame, in the county of Oxon, 


The Rt. Hon. the Lord Viſc. Barrington, Chairman, ; 


Tt was Reſolved, nem. con. 


I. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the N 
of the corporation and teſt acts will greatly conduce to the 


honour of religion, to the ſecurity of the government in 


his majeſty's royal perſon and family, to the ſtrengthening 


of the liberties of the ſubject in general, and to the increaſing 


and further corroborating the liberties of proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters in particular, and to the better grating of 8 8 


one with another. 


II. That the enſuing ſeſſions of parliament is in our 
apprehenſion the mo/? likely and proper ſeaſon that we can 
aver promiſe ourſelves for obtaining the repeal of thoſe acts. 

III. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that as 
nothing can equally affect the proteſtant difſenting intereſt 
every where, like to the obtaining or not obtaining theſe 
repeals, fo there can be no proper equivalent given us inſtead _ 
of them, and that the accepting any thing which may carry 


the appearance of ſuch equivalent, either in the opinion of 


the giver or receiver, muſt be, at this time, of the moſt 
pernicious conſequence to the . and reputation of 


proteſtant diſſenters. | 


IV. That it is the opinion of this meeting, and that it 


is neceſſary for the proteſtant diſſenters to endeavour to 
obtain theſe repeals, with all unanimity and vigour, not 
only for the purpoſes aforeſaid, but in order to prevent the 
diſſenting intereſt from being generally divided. 


V. That in order to obtain the repeal of theſe acts, 


: each of us do promote it with the utmoſt of our power, by ; 
our converſation, nd oath and influence; and y i 
ar 


| ticul 


11 


ticularly, according to our preſent apprehenſion, none of us 


will promiſe or give a vote at the next election for any can- 
didate that ſhall have refuſed to vote for the repeal of theſe 
acts, or ſhall not give us proper aſſurances to vote for the 

repeal of them whenever it ſhall be moved, in cafe ſuch 
repeal be not moved and obtained in the houſe of commons 


before the next election; and that we will vote for ſuch as 


have voted for the repeal of theſe acts, and we have reaſon 
to think continue in the ſame opinion, or ſhall give us proper 
aſſurance to vote for them; and that we will take all proper 


occaſions to let it be immediately #nown that this is our 


_ reſolution. 


VI. That the Right Honourable John Lord Viſcount 
Barrington, and Benjamin Burroughs, Eſq. be deſired to 
attend the meeting of gentlemen in London on the gth 


inſtant, and every other meeting of diſſenters relating to 


thoſe repeals, and to repreſent this to be our ſenſe in this 
affair, and to acquaint them, that they are ready to come 
into any meaſures that they ſhall think fit and proper to 
attain ſo deſirable an end; and to deſire them, in the moſt 


_ earneſt manner, to concur with them therein. he 
VII. That the ſeveral boroughs of theſe two counties 


where there are diſſenters, do in their own names, and in 


the names of any other that will join with them in their 


neighbourhood, prepare and ſign petitions to the houſe of 


commons, for the repeal of theſe acts, and lodge them with 


the Right Honourable John Lord Viſcount Barrington and 
Benjamin Burroughs, Eſq. or one of them, till they ſee a 
proper opportunity to deliver the ſaid petitions to the 
repreſentative of each borough, or to other members, to 
be preſented to the houſe of commons, in concert with 


others that ſhall have the like petitions lodged with them. 
| Subſcribed, in the name and appointment of their meeting, 
5 JACOB DELL, Scribe. 


C 


———— —_ eo * 


r 


—— 1 had 


4. A 4 
2 


1 = —_— "OP" —_— 
© — — —— — 


r 


pn n 
—B tin. i, —_— 


ſmall N 


26 J 


4 Copy of tbe Reſolutions agreed upon at a dies f 
FED D. 0 at Devizes, in M. * 


| Devizes, September 14, vhs; 


AT a very numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the 
Delegates, and others, from the ſeveral congregations 


of Proteſtant Diſſenters in the county of Wilts, held this 


; 81 5 to Poe MORI, at the Bear in in 


. Honnovss, El in the Chair. 


To take into conſideration the propriety of co-operating 


with the Committees in London, Briſtol, and other places, 
for the purpoſe of effecting the repeal of the laws which 
impoſe the ſacramental teſt as a qualification for civil offices; 


It was reſolved unanimouſly, 


I. That, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, we entertain no prin- 
ciples which are inconſiſtent with the welfare of the preſent 
government, our attachment to which has not been ex- 
ceeded by any deſcription of men whatever, as was honour- 
ably atteſted in the late debates on this buſineſs in the Houſe | 
of Commons even by our warmeſt opponents. 


II. That we conceive it therefore a manifeſt injuſtice to 


be incapacitated from holding offices of truſt, honour, and 
emolument, unleſs we comply with the requiſite of thoſe 
laws; and that more eſpecially, as no religious teſt is re- 


quired for holding the offices either of Scotland or Ireland. 
III. That, as Engliſhmen, we feel for the diſgrace which 


thoſe laws bring upon the national character for liberty, 


We have printed theſe Reſolutions not out of any particular pre- 


ference that we give to them above others that have been framed in other 


parts of the kingdom; but becauſe they have been the occaſion of two 


Letters on the ſubject, commonly aſcribed to the Biſhop of Saliſbury, of 


which it is propoſed to take ſome notice in the next ander of theſe 


good 


if 
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ood ſenſe, and humanity; by unjuſtly ſtigmatizing a nu- 
merous body of well-deſerving men, and depriving them of 


their rights and privileges; by impoſing this teſt upon the 
execution of ſome offices, and not requiring it in others, 


without any reaſonable ground of diſtinction; and by at- 
fording no additional ſecurity to the conſtitution either civil 
or eccleſiaſtical, which they were intended to defend ; and 


_ laſtly, by inflicting on thoſe who fill ſuch offices without 
taking the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper within a limited 
time, agreeably to the rites of the church of England, a 


very heavy penalty, and ſuch ſevere diſabilities as ought 


only to be annexed to the moſt atrocious crimes. 


IV. That, as chriſtians, we lament the exiſtence of laws 


ſo diſhonourable to religion, and ſo prejudicial to its inte- 
reſts; by proſtituting an inſtitution, which, in the views of 
its Great Founder, had no other object than the ſpiritual 
advantage of mankind ; and thus tending to deſtroy the 
reverence due to the ſacred ordinances of the goſpel. 


V. That aCtuated therefore by principles of juſtice to- 
wards ourſelves, a regard for the national character, and a 


concern for the purity of a chriſtian inſtitution, we are 
ready to concur in every wiſe and conſtitutional meaſure for 
the repeal of ſuch oppreſſive, diſhonourable, and pernicious 


ſtatutes. 


VI. That we heartily approve the meaſures already 
adopted by the London Committee to obtain their repeal ; 


and whilſt we return them our warmeſt acknowledgments, 


we earneſtly exhort and call upon them to ſpare no pains, 


to be diſcouraged by no repulſes, but to perſevere in the uſe 


of all lawful methods, until the voice of truth be heard, 
and our juſt and reaſonable demands be granted. 


VII. That we cannot forbear to expreſs our chanks to 
the Briſtol Committee, for requeſting our correſpondence 


with them upon all the future ſteps which may be deemed 


neceſſary in the proſecution of this buſineſs ; and beg leave 


to aſſure them, that we ſhall be ever willing to confer with 15 
them upon all points which relate to the general intereſt of ps 


the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 155 
VIII. That the thanks of this meeting be given to 5 
_Heary Beaufoy, 155 bo introduced, and to Sir Henry 

| Houghton, 


o 
« 


1.8. J 

Houghton, Bart. who ſeconded the motion for the reſto- 
ration of our civil rights, to the Right Hon. Charles James 
Fox, William Smith, Eſq. the Right Hon. Lord Viſcount 
Maitland, (now Farl of Lauderdale) the Right Hon. the 
Earl Wycombe, the Right Hon. Iſaac Barre, Joſeph Jekyll, 
Eſq. and all the other members who bore honourable teſ- 
timony to the juſtice of our claims. 

IX. That we are determined on our parts, and recom- 
mend it moſt earneſtly to all our brethren, to ſhew a parti- 
_ cular and marked attention at the enſuing general election 
to the intereſt of ſuch candidates as are well affected to 
the cauſe of civil and religious liberty. 

X. That theſe reſolutions be printed in the Saliſbury, 
Bath, and Sherborne news-papers, and in the London 


Chronicle, and General Evening Poſt. 


XI. That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Chairman for his compliance with their unanimous requeſt 
in taking the chair, and for every 2 of his conduct on 


chis day. 
Signed by order of the meeting, 


B. HOBHOUSE. 


75 publiſhed, Price Sixpence, 


At the Requeſt of the Committee of the ſeven Congregations of the 
three Denominations of Proteſtant Diſſenters, in Birmingham, 


The Conduct to be obſerved by Diſſenters in order to procure 
* Repeal of the 2 and Teſt Acts, 


RECOMMENDED IN 
A SERMON, 


- Fypnched before the Congregations of the Old and New Mg at 
| Birmingham, November [ 1789. 7 
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